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Mexico is one of the countries in
the world which is most affected by
tropical cyclones, and it is perhaps
the only region which can feel the
effects of cyclones arising from two
completely independent cyclone
producing areas: the North Atlantic
and the North Eastern Pacific. With
this in mind, Mexico should have a
great tradition in the handling of the
emergencies which are caused by
these atmospheric phenomena, but
season after season we find that
there is still much to do.

There are many possible reasons
for this lack of a generalised tradi-
tion of the adequate handling of the
emergencies provoked by tropical
cyclones. One of these is the low
frequency with which these macro-
storms produce significant damage
at any one specific point of the na-
tional territory, this can be said to be
in the order of once in every 10 to 25
years. Characteristics of our mod-
ern society such as population mo-
bility, demographic growth and
movement of labour prevent the
learning which occurs when a cy-
clone affects a region from becom-
ing deep-rooted in the local popula-
tion. Social pressures which tend to
influence budgetary provisions and
government actions are primarily
concerned with matters of higher
recurrence frequency, accepting
destiny or fate as the explanation of
disasters caused by these storms.
Another reason that can be given
for this deficiency is the fact that the
meteorological community is rela-
tively small in comparison with the
total population, and in terms of the
professional population in other ar-
eas. Little of the work done by that
community is available for educa-
tional, diffusion and organisational
activities concerned with tropical
cyclones. Given the characteristics
of damage caused: widely distrib-

uted geographically, through popu-
lation sectors and through econom-
ic activity, in order to deal with this
type of emergency adequately, it is
necessary that all levels which may
be affected should have a hurricane
culture which is consequent with
the importance of this phenomena
in the lives of many Mexicans.

The aim of this manual entitled
The Destructive Effects of Tropi-
cal Cyclones is precisely to offer a
source of specific and concise infor-
mation on tropical cyclones which
would be difficult to find in any oth-
er publication in Spanish, or indeed
in any other language. The manual
in itself does not contain anything
new, with the exception of the spe-
cific experiences of the author and
his collaborators, it aims simply to
bring together information which
would be found in various different
publications of different disciplines
and which, therefore, would not be
a suitable means of widely inform-
ing the interested audience.

The Destructive Effects of
Tropical Cyclones is directed at all
those who during the process of
planning for, the occurrence or the
recovery from the onslaught of a
tropical cyclone take some part in
the disaster prevention process or
the protection of the civil popula-
tion, its goods and its production re-
sources. This includes an enormous
number of people, as the civil pre-
vention and protection decisions
and actions are taken by many bod-
ies and people on different scales.
More specifically, this manual is
aimed at civil protection and disas-
ter forecasting officers, both gov-
ernmental and civil, on a federal, a
state and municipal level, together
with public-sector or private com-
panies and professional or social as-
sociations connected with hydro-
meteorological natural disasters.

Obviously, this publication can-
not hope to be a complete manual
on actions to be taken in any of the
above sectors, even in the restricted
case of tropical cyclones. What it is
though is a presentation of useful
information so that each sector can
produce a manual of procedures
which are pertinent to each specific
field and area of responsibility.

This manual's philosophy is emi-
nently conceptual, in other words,
the object is to give a complete
overview of the fundamental con-
cepts associated with tropical cy-
clones and their effects on the pop-
ulation and on human activity. Op-
timum decisions and actions
should consider the phenome-
non on its true scale, and not on-
ly with regards to its immediate
effects in the here and now. The
learning process from direct ex-
periences is meagre if one does
not have a panoramic view. This
publication’s aim is precisely to
give this panoramic view.

However, since the conceptual
focus has been emphasised, many
potential readers may be led to be-
lieve that the material will not be
useful in the specific tasks which
they have to carry out. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Al-
though after reading the article the
reader will not be able to forecast
the trajectory and intensity of a cer-
tain cyclone, or design a sheltering
bay for fishing boats, the reader will
however have an understanding of
which factors should be considered,
and will gain an appreciation of
how other professionals in other
fields carry out their functions. Civil
protection activities necessarily im-
ply interaction with many special-
ists, if all of them have a common
large-scale vision then this can only
help make the decisions and actions
consistent one with the other. =




